DESCARTES NEWSLETTER.


SUMMER 2018.

Dear Friends and Family,
Greetings from a very hot Descartes ! I hope you have had a good summer. We have enjoyed several
events , starting with celebrating Bastille Day on the 14 July with our friends and neighbours. We all
walked down to the riverside to watch a spectacular fireworks display.
We continued taking advantage of the glorious weather by having several barbeques and picnics over the
weeks , we invited friends that we had got to know through different outreach events that we had held
in the past , one lady that has started coming to our study groups , invited us to a barbeque in her garden
which was great fun !

It was nice to relax and enjoy each other’s company ,playing games , eating and sharing together. After,
I had the opportunity to talk to a lady who was going in for an operation the next day, she was very
nervous, so my friend and I had the privilege of praying with her.

I will be starting the Ladies Bible Study again in September. The Coffee Afternoon has continued
throughout the summer and I am really encouraged by it. At the last one, I decided to invite a neighbour
who lives at the end of my road, she keeps to herself so I was a little nervous when i knocked on her
door. When she opened the door I saw that there was another cast iron decorative door behind that
which she didn't open , so we spoke to each other through the gaps . I wasn’t able to see her full face,
just part of her mouth and nose, and one eye ! I found it hard to keep a straight face while we continued
speaking for about 10 minutes, but the end result was worth it as she agreed to come , and we all
enjoyed her contribution to the afternoon .
When I look at Jesus’ life and ministry I am surprised by the uniqueness of the way that He did things;
talking to Zacchaeus up a tree , the paralyzed man coming down through the roof, and the madman
who lived in the graveyard, Jesus did strange things with strange people in strange places ! So I feel a
bit better after my cast iron door experience ! Jesus concentrated on people’s hearts not their heads,
He saw their pain, He saw their embarrassment , He saw their brokenness, and He lovingly reached out
to them without judgement. I pray that God will continue working in my life to make me more like Jesus,
so that I will see what He sees and I will feel what He feels.

PRAYER POINTS:
Please pray for my neighbours who have opened their homes and their hearts to me, please pray they will
see Jesus in me.
Praise God for Iris , the young lady who is getting baptized on the 26th of August . Pray that her husband
will be challenged by this outward act of faith and witness of her Saviour .
Pray for the ongoing work here in Descartes that we will not be discouraged during the difficult times.
Although we are in a period of uncertainty regarding the future , please pray that God will give wisdom
to all who are involved in the process of making these decisions , and above all that His name will be
glorified .
I would like to thank you for your faithfulness over these past 18 months, for your financial support and
your prayers which has kept me here. It has given me so much joy as I see how the family of God reaches
out to one another sacrificially, and the fact that even though most of us have never met, your love and
commitment to help to bring the Gospel to those who still don’t know Him, is what keeps us all
encouraged and strengthen in the faith .
As we pray together for the future of the work here in Descartes I have been reminded of a verse from
the scriptures :
“We

do not know what to do, but our eyes are on You .”
2 Chronicles 20: 12b

Much love in Christ Jesus
Laura

CONTACT DETAILS:
LAURA SIMMONDS
39, RUE ALFRED MAME,
DESCARTES.

37160
FRANCE

maclaur74@gmail.com / +33 02 47 19 36 43

